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Synopsis

A narrative encyclopedia of American criminals from the pilgrims to the present. --This text refers to

the Paperback edition.
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Customer Reviews

Jay Robert Nash --This text refers to the Paperback edition.

Bloodletters and Badmen is a fine coffee table book about the history of crime in America. Open to
pretty much any page and you’ll find an intriguing article; and with over six hundred pages there’s
certainly a lot to get through. The book covers pretty much every type of crook you could imagine,
from serial killers and spree murderers, to Depression-era outlaws and Mob bosses, Old West
gunslingers and sex offenders, kidnappers and cannibals, swindlers and bank robbers, crimes of
passion and assassins. Most of the most notorious crooks are here, along with many obscure ones
you're likely to have never heard of. Nash is a fine writer with an electrifying style; his writing style is
terse, crisp and wonderfully descriptive. It's passionate, which inevitably leads to bias on occasions,
but mostly it makes for gripping reading.To be sure, much of Nash’s stuff is historically suspect, with
the occasional hyperbole, exaggeration and misrepresentation. His chapter on Carl Wanderer, the
"Ragged Stranger" murderer, has since been disputed by several other crime historians. He inflates
notorious mass murderer H.H. Holmes’ already grisly body count to epic proportions. He seems to

accept the J. Edgar Hoover-propagated story of Ma Barker as criminal mastermind, when most



other historians discount that she did anything more than profit off her son’s criminal careers. Most
questionable is his lengthy advocacy of the theory that John Dillinger somehow faked his own death
and escaped justice. So far as | know Nash is about the only serious criminologist to believe this
theory, and it's been all but debunked | think by this point in time.Still, Bloodletters and Badmen is
an overall fine and fascinating read, an occasional error notwithstanding. Take it with a grain of salt

at times, but it's certainly worth one’s time.

Not expecting it to be such a LARGE/THICK book. About 2 1/4" thick; around 9x12 in length/height.
Just thought you might want to know how substantial it is. As far as the information inside ... very
interesting reading and the layout makes for easy access to all the information. | purchased for
research, but find it also an entertaining read. Describes the criminal from what they looked like,
when born/died, what their crimes were ... then goes into more details about how they got started

and further crimes committed. Love this book.

Great Book. lost my old copy. glad i found this thanks..

Powerful and disturbing. This is.the most complete volume of criminals ans their activities I've ever

seen. A real page turner.

I'm so happy | ordered this, not only is it great and full of everything you want it to be full of, but it is
huge! | was expecting a regular sized book and got what could easily be confused for a text book,

for the price | recommend this for everyone.

| bought this book for my Dad years ago, he loaned it to a friend and it was never returned. So glad |
found it. It contains almost everyone is history that was a "Bad Dude". Gives a clear picture of their

childhood, and details you would have never known before. Excellent!!

Read it initially a long time ago so was excited to see that | could get it and read it again. Still a good

book. Love crime stories especially starting years ago.

Some family history! Many years ago.
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